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COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows a figurative representation
of the game of chance involved in attempting to
synthesise novel monomeric derivatives of the
sterically encumbered polymeric bis(alkyl) com-
plexes [M(CH2SiMe3)2]� (M � Mg, MnII). A
winning hand was achieved by utilising the potent
two-electron σ-donor 1,3-bis-(2,6-diisopropyl-
phenyl)imidazol-2-ylidene (IPr), an N-hetero-
cyclic carbene, to yield the first such examples of
monomeric three-coordinate [M(CH2SiMe3)2]·
donor complexes (M � Mg, Mn). Likewise,
monomeric three-coordinate species were ob-
tained for the bulkier disilyl-substituted alkyl
[CH(SiMe3)2] congeners yielding M[CH(Si-
Me3)2]2·IPr (M � Mg, Mn) by displacement of
an ether ligand from M[CH(SiMe3)2]2·ether by
IPr. Determined by X-ray crystallography, the
structures of the four new monomers are
shown on the faces of the individual playing
cards. The diamagnetic magnesium com-
pounds were also characterized in arene
solution by 1H and 13C NMR spectroscopy.
Details are discussed in the article by R. E.
Mulvey, S. D. Robertson et al. on p. 4675ff.
The cover art was composed by one of the
authors of the paper, Dr. Jan Klett.
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